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 The First Executive Council of Asian Parliamentary Assembly in 2014 held its meeting on 12 October 2014 in Geneva, Switzerland in the sideline of 131st IPU assembly. APA Delegations from Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, Palestine, Malaysia, Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tajikistan, Viet Nam and United Arab Emirate participated in this meeting. List of participants is attached.

The meeting started at 9:00 a.m. The agenda of the meeting was adopted (Annex – 2) . Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari, APA President and Chairman of Senate of Pakistan inaugurated the meeting and delivered a key note speech. Honorable Senator Mushahid Hussain Seyed was elected as the Chairman. Honorable Mr. Thavy Nham of Cambodia was elected as Rapporteur.

The APA President delivered his opening remarks at beginning of the meeting. He pointed out the importance of parliamentary cooperation in Asia and referred to the great capacities existing in this continent for cooperation. He encouraged Member Parliaments to actively contribute to the main objective of APA which is Asian integrity and paving the way to establish the Asian parliament. 
The APA President informed the meeting that the Senate of Pakistan made required arrangements and is prepared to host the 7th APA Plenary meeting in the first half of December 2014. He has invited all APA member parliaments to participate actively in the said meeting. The invitation letter and other relevant documents would be forwarded to the speakers of APA Member Parliaments within next few weeks. 
H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, Under Secretary-General on behalf of H.E. Dr. Nejad Hosseinian, the Secretary-General of APA presented his opening Statement to the Executive Council meeting. He explained the positive and successful developments have been experienced under the presidency of Senate of Pakistan in last year. He mentioned that all Standing Committee meetings as well as the Ad hoc Committee meeting on Staff & financial regulations were held on time and the draft resolutions proposed by these meetings are available for the consideration and recommendation to the next Plenary for final approval. He also confirmed that National Assembly of Cambodia will assume APA Presidency for 2015-2016 as adopted by the 5th APA Plenary. He referred to the important subjects under the agenda of the Executive Council meeting and presented a brief background on each item. He has also appreciated the positive response and active participation of APA Member Parliaments in this important meeting.
The Executive Council meeting welcomed the Pakistan proposal to host the 7th Plenary in December 2014 and adopted it.


The delegations of Indonesia, Russian Federation, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Iran, Bahrain, Palestine, Syria and Afghanistan participated in the debates on Draft Resolutions and emphasized on the importance of constructive cooperation among APA members to materialize and translate the contents of Resolution to common legislatives by Asian Parliaments. Many delegates expressed concern on political and security situation in the Middle East countries and its humanitarian consequences which needs urgent attention and assistance from international community.   
The drafts of 19 Resolutions of 2014 were considered by the meeting. Some   amendments to draft Resolution on APA Financial and Staff regulations were made by delegations of Russian Federation and Bahrain. The delegate from Russian Federation proposed that consideration of this draft Resolution may be deferred to the 2nd Executive Council meeting which will be held prior to the 7th APA Plenary. The meeting agreed with the proposal. 
The following draft Resolutions were recommended to the Plenary for final approval:

1 - Draft Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
2 - Draft Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations

3 - Draft Resolution on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism

4 - Draft Resolution on Important Political Developments in Asia

5 - Draft Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia

6 - Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs for the Countries of APA Member Parliaments
7 - Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia
8 - Draft Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia
9 - Draft Resolution on APA Financial and Staff Regulations (referred to the 2nd Executive Council meeting)
10 - Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia

11 - Draft Resolution on Coping with Globalization in Asia

12 - Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

13 - Draft Resolution on Information and Communication Technology “ICT”

14 – Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia  

15 - Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption

16 – Resolution on Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians
17 – Resolution on Promoting Inter- Faith Dialogue and Harmony Among World Religions

18 - Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia
19 - Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Drug Trafficking in Asia
The head of Indonesian delegation informed the meeting that Honorable Dr. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf, Member of Parliament is candidate for the IPU Presidency and requested the APA Member Parliaments to support her as a well known Asian parliamentarian. The Chairman emphasized that there are two other candidates from Bangladesh and Maldives who are also from APA Member Parliaments. He proposed to these candidates to make a compromise to avoid division of Asian votes. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, has requested the meeting strongly support the Asian candidates for the post of IPU President. 
Under the Agenda item “Decision on APA position on Emergency Item for inclusion in the Agenda of 131st IPU Assembly” the Head of Islamic Parliament of Iran briefed the meeting regarding the content of their proposal for inclusion in the Agenda of 131st IPU Assembly. The delegate from Palestine seconded the Iranian draft and added that there are other proposals from Ecuador, UAE and Palestine which are important. 

The meeting decided to support both Iranian and Palestinian proposals.             

The meeting expressed gratitude to the Senate of Islamic Republic of Pakistan particularly Hon.  Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari and Hon. Mushahid Hussain Seyed, for their generous endowments to hold the Executive council on time and for their courteous confirmation on hosting the 7th Plenary. 
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List of participants

1st Executive Council, Geneva – Switzerland 

12 October 2014

	No.
	Parliament of:
	Full Name of Delegates

	1
	Afghanistan 
	Mr. Mohammadalam Ezadyar

	
	
	Ms. Fowzea Sadatzamkanai

	
	
	Ms. Najiba Hussaini

	
	
	Mr. Shafizullah Hashimi

	
	
	Ms. Suhaila Sharefi

	
	
	Mr. Mansoor Baig

	2
	Bahrain 
	Mr. Jamal Fakhro

	
	
	Ms. Sawsan Taqawi

	3
	Bangladesh 
	Mr. Imran Ahmad

	
	
	Mr. Rafiqul Islam

	4
	Cambodia 
	Mr. Thavy Nhen

	
	
	Mr. Bunly Hok

	5
	Cyprus 
	Mr. Andreas Ignatiou

	
	
	Mr. Demetris Samuel

	
	
	Mrs. Maria Soloyiannis

	6
	Indonesia 
	Mr. Mohammad Hidayat Nur Wahid

	
	
	Mrs. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf

	
	
	Mr. Hendrawan Supratikno

	7
	Iran 
	Mr. Ahmad Reza Dastgheib

	
	
	Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Zahedi

	
	
	Mr. Moayed Hosseini Sadr

	
	
	Mr. Mr. S Hadi Hosseini

	
	
	Mr. Zargham Sadeghi

	
	
	Mr. Hossein Sheikholeslam

	8
	Iraq
	Mrs. Sameerah Almusawi

	9
	Jordan
	Mr. Hamza Maaitah 

	
	
	Mr. Mazen Dalaeen Jawazneh 

	10
	Kuwait 
	Mr. Saleh Ashour

	
	
	Mr. Abdullah Alturaiji

	
	
	Mr. Jamal Alomar

	
	
	Mr. Theyab Aldaihani

	11
	Lebanon
	Mr. Emile Rahme

	12
	Malaysia
	Mr.  Mohd. Hatta Mo. Ramli

	13
	Pakistan 
	Mr. Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari 

	
	
	Mr. Mushahid Hussain Sayed

	
	
	Mr. Amjed Pervez

	
	
	Mr. Arshad Jan Pathan,

	
	
	Mr. Mudassir Sher Ali Gondal

	14
	Palestine 
	Mr. Zoheir Sandoqa

	15
	Russian Federation 
	Mr. Mikhail Emelianov 

	
	
	Mr. Valery Levitsky 

	16
	Sri Lanka
	Mr. Chamal Rajapaksa

	
	
	Mr. Jayakala Maheswaran

	
	
	Mr. Ravi Natha Aryasinha

	17
	Syria 
	Mr. Ammar Bagdache

	
	
	Mr. Ali Routom

	18
	Tajikistan 
	Ms. Nazira Gaforova

	19
	Viet Nam
	Mrs. Thi Mai

	20
	United Arab Emirate 
	Mr. Jasim Ali

	21
	APA Secretariat
	Mr. Masoud Islami

	
	
	Mr. B. Moshirvaziri 

	
	
	Mr. Asghar Azarikhah
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Executive Council Meeting 
12 October 2014 

Geneva – Switzerland 

Agenda 

· Adoption of the Agenda and Election of the Bureau

· Statement by the Chairman of the Executive Council

· Welcome Address of the President APA

· Report of the APA Secretary-General

· Consideration and Recommendation of the Draft Resolutions proposed by:

· Standing Committee on Political Affairs 

· Standing Committee on Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development

· Ad hoc Committee on Financial and Staff regulations

· Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

· Decisions/follow ups on 1st Troika-Plus meeting/Islamabad Communiqué  
· Decision on date and venue of 7th APA Plenary 

· Decision on APA position on Emergency Item for inclusion in the Agenda of 131st IPU Assembly.

· Any other matter

· Closing

Annex – 3

Text of Speech by APA President 

Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari 
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· Honorable Speakers, Presiding Officers, Members and Representatives of APA Member Parliaments and Observer delegations.

· Honourable Dr. Masud Islami, 

Asst. Secretary General, Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

· Excellencies, Dignitaries, Distinguished Guests.

· Ladies and Gentlemen!

Assalam-o-Alaikum!

It is indeed a privilege and pleasure to be amidst such a luminous constellation of regional leaders, legislators and thinkers par excellence who collectively represent pragmatism, rich diversity, pluralism and positivity that defines our great continent in this Asian Century. 

I warmly welcome you in Geneva. With slight change in plans with the venue but double the conviction I assure you as this Executive Council Meeting had to be moved here from Islamabad due to certain unavoidable reasons. 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge your determination in steering APA initiatives towards realizing common objectives as per the APA Charter and as also debated during various sub-forums and standing committee meetings since the 6th Plenary session held in Islamabad last December. 

In this regard, I deem it pertinent to mention the successful holding of the first Troika-plus meeting earlier this year which augmented our efforts towards networking out intricacies of the important decisions made and issues identified during the 6th plenary Session 
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

The present Executive Council meeting picks up the thread in continuation of our joint endeavours to tap the enormous potential of Asian continent for the betterment of our peoples, by forging strong and enduring inter and intra-regional partnerships.

I avidly look forward to listening to the views and suggestions from our distinguished participants as we review the progress on the decisions made during the 1st Troika-Plus meeting.

During the course of our present engagement, we will also finalize the draft resolutions compiled laboriously by the standing committees on Political Affairs; Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development; and Social and Cultural Affairs.

I must convey my deep appreciation to the distinguished Members of the standing committees whose collective wisdom, knowledge and expertise contributed to drafting such comprehensive recommendations that portray the sentiments and expectations of the people of Asia, voiced through their elected representatives. 

Now in order to make a real difference, a strong and mutually-beneficial regional integration will serve as a dire pre-requisite and prelude to the establishment of a fully representative and vibrant Asian parliament. In the form of an Asian Parliament, I see a forum that can harness individual strengths and resilience for shared benefits and equal opportunities for development and progress.

However, to make it all possible, first we must muster up a strong political will across the region at the governmental, political and parliamentary level to serve as a firm bed-rock to base our future initiatives on. And this is what we need to strive for at APA’s platform.

 The realization of the shared vision of a unified Asian parliament is contingent upon how efficiently we resolve the complexities of multi-stratum integration and cooperation. Trade, Investment, Economy, Energy and Environment will be key areas to begin with. 

But, at the same time, we must be mindful that economic and commercial activities are squeezed in an uncertain environment. Peace is a must and regional stability is key to prosperity. 

It is for this cardinal reason that Pakistan believes in the promotion of peace and security in the region. 

At the forefront of the global campaign against terrorism for over one decade now, we are not fighting this war for our security alone – we are fighting this war for global and regional peace and security.

It is with firm resolve that our valiant armed forces are fighting a decisive battle against terrorist Elements in North Waziristan. Terrorists are being eliminated and dislodged from their bases as operation Zarb-e-Azb progresses as per plan. 

Our firm belief in peaceful coexistence in what drives our foreign policy, which is geared towards strengthening economic bonds and good relations with all, particularly our neighbors. I am optimistic that our neighbors will respond positively to our sincere and friendly overtures. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Our peoples have high expectations from us – and we have not come this far to fail them.

Terms like “Asian Century” and “Asia being the new economic, cultural and technological hub of the world’ may end up as jarring cliches, if fruits of Asia’s success and achievements do not trickle down to the grassroots – to the masses.

As always, where there are dark clouds, there is silver lining as well. APA provides a unique platform for us to tide over all such obstacles and work towards a higher calling.

I am positive that deliberations and outcomes of this Executive Council meeting and our future endeavors will help us achieve all this and more, especially the prime objective of establishing a fully-representative Asian parliament. 

With these words, I once again welcome you, and wish you a comfortable stay and a really motivating and stimulating experience.

Thank you!
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Statement

by His Excellency, Dr. Nejad Hosseinian,

Secretary-General of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)

at

APA Executive Council Meeting

12 October 2014

Geneva- Switzerland 

Mr. Chairman,

Honorable Delegates,

Allow me at the outset to express my special appreciation to the Senate of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for organizing this important meeting. My special thanks go to Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari, the distinguished Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan for his personal support and leadership in making this event organized here today. I also thank all distinguished delegates from the parliaments of Afghanistan; Bahrain; Cambodia; Indonesia; Iran; Jordan; Kuwait; Pakistan; Russia; Sri Lanka; who have already confirmed their presence in this meeting and are expected to actively participate in its discussions.

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates

Following the successful Plenary Session in December 2013 in Islamabad, this is the first Executive Council meeting of our organization. While, because of certain difficulties, we could not convene for the Executive Council meeting in Islamabad at the time initially set for it in August 2014, it should be appreciated that the Senate of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan acted responsibly and took the initiative to hold the meeting here in Geneva today. I am further grateful to report that the Senate of the Pakistan, has indicated to the Secretariat its readiness to host and organize the APA Seventh Plenary Session in early December this year in Pakistan. APA Secretariat shall remain in close contact with the host to further coordinate the session and inform all APA Member Parliaments of the details at the earliest possible time. 

Another significant initiative which was taken by the APA President this year was the organization of a special meeting of the APA Troika Plus in Islamabad. The meeting was very successful in attracting participation of high-level delegations from many APA Member parliaments. Upon the request by the APA President, the Secretariat had prepares a special and substantive report on the idea of moving towards an Asian Parliament entitled: The Foundations of an Asian Parliament. The report was most welcomed by the participants and many aspects of the idea were deliberated upon. It was decided that the report should be given further consideration by all APA Member Parliaments and certain measures should be taken for taking the initiative steps further. The function of the APA Troika-Plus Meetings is to give extra motivation and to provide grounds for effective networking and vigorous engagement of the APA, as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia, in most pressing and urgent issues of concern in Asia and beyond.

Mr. Chairman,

Honorable Delegates,

As you are well aware, the function of this meeting, according to the APA Charter and the Rules of Procedure, is to review the draft resolutions which have already been deliberated upon in the three APA Standing Committees with a view to assessing current situations and formulating new policies to address these issues and to further capitalise on the best ways and means for implementation of the resolution. The APA Executive Council has the authority to provisionally adopt these draft resolutions and recommend them to the next Plenary for their final adoption. 

Before us today, there are 19 important draft resolutions on political; economic; environmental; social and cultural issues:

The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs held its meeting on 15 May 2014 in Ankara. The Committee considered and deliberated a range of important issues and adopted the following four draft resolutions:

· Draft Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations

· Draft Resolution on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent Extremism

· Draft Resolution on Important Political Developments in Asia

The APA Standing Committee on Economic and Environmental Affairs held its meeting on 2-5 June 2014 in Jakarta. The Committee considered and deliberated a range of important issues and adopted the following five draft resolutions:

· Draft Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs for the Countries of APA Member Parliaments
· Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and Planting Billions of Trees Throughout Asia

· Draft Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia
The APA Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs was supposed to be held in Bahrain. However, since the Parliament of Bahrain indicated its inability to host the meeting, it was held in Tehran on 12 August 2014. The Committee considered and deliberated a range of important issues and adopted the following ten draft resolutions:

· Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Coping with Globalization in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Information and Communication Technology “ICT”

· Resolution on Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians
· Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption

· Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation

· in Combating the Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia
· Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in Asia
· Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia 
The APA Ad Hoc Committee on Financial and Staff Regulations held its meeting on 25 June 2014 in Cambodia. The Committee considered and deliberated a range of important issues and adopted the following draft resolution:

· Draft Resolution on APA Financial and Staff Regulations
Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates

Despite all its great potentials and accomplishments, the remarkable role of the APA, as the Parliamentary voice of Asia, in influencing the turn of events in Asia is yet to flourish. The APA is in need of mechanisms to pursue the realization of its thoughtful resolutions. The Organization also needs to strengthen its relevance to current developments throughout Asia and beyond so that it could further contribute to the prosperity, development, peace, and improvement of living conditions in the region. I am positive that thoughtful deliberation and constructive discussions of this meeting will pave the path towards the APA goals and objectives.

Thank you.
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